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Central Valley Flood Protection Board Meeting 

March 25, 2016 

INFORMATIONAL BRIEFING 
 

RIGHT-OF-WAY AND REAL ESTATE SUPPORT TO BOARD 
Real Estate Support Accomplishments and Future Work Plan 

(Thomas M. O’Neil (DWR), Daniel K Mardock (DWR)) 

BRIEFING SUMMARY 

Introduction 

In 2015, the Central Valley Flood Protection Board (CVFPB) entered into an agreement 
with the Department of Water Resources (DWR) Division of Engineering (DOE) to 
allocate a DWR DOE Senior Right of Way Agent position (Agent) to the CVFPB.  
Pursuant to the agreement, the Agent is dedicated to solely support the management of 
Sacramento and San Joaquin Drainage District (SSJDD) properties, as directed by the 
CVFPB, conditioned upon funding allocation by the CVFPB and as defined by the 
CVFPB Work Plan between DOE and the CVFPB (Work Plan).  (Work Plan, Exhibit A.) 

The goal of the Work Plan is to provide timely and cost effective real property services 
for current, past, and future CVFPB property management responsibilities.  Below is a 
summary, outlined by the various areas in the Work Plan, of the Agent’s 
accomplishments as well as a status of future work. 

• Accomplishments 

Agent serves as the technical lead for real estate transactions that result from CVFPB 
approved Permits.  Agent coordinates with CVFPB staff to ensure real estate 
requirements of the Permit are met in accordance with the technical engineering design 
approved by the Permit and coordinates the geodetic review of legal description of all 
conveyance documents.  For all acquisitions, Agent coordinates with DWR Division of 
Environmental Services (DES) to perform a review and approval of the applicant’s 
Environmental documentation, which is a required report to be completed before a 
property is accepted by the department to assure properties to be transferred to the 
CVFPB are free and clear of hazardous material or cultural resource concerns.  Also, 
where applicable, an appraisal to determine Fair Market Value is required.  The agent 
coordinates obtaining an appraisal from the applicant, then coordinates the review of 
such appraisal through DOE appraisal staff.  Some real estate transactions may require 
staff reports for submission at CVFPB meetings.  Otherwise, the transaction is 
transmitted through DOE for approval under the delegations and authorities of DWR. 
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• Real Property Conveyances completed to date include: 
o Real Property Conveyances (Permanent Rights) 

 Permit No. 18491, Natomas Central Mutual Water Company 
(NCMWC). 

 Permit No. 18018-2, River Islands Development, LLC/Califia, 
LLC/RD2062. 

 Permit No. 17590 for The Rivers Development, Lot 6 (formerly 
West Levee Lighthouse Marina).  

 Permit No. 18305 for Capitol Station 65, LLC/Township 9 
Subdivision. 

o Real Property Conveyances (Temporary Rights) 
 Three Rivers Levee Improvement Authority (TRLIA), Western 

Pacific Interceptor Canal (WPIC): Temporary Permit to Enter issued 
to TRLIA on August 1, 2015, to install a cutoff wall at the southern 
end of the WPIC west levee to remediate under-seepage conditions 
which exceed Urban Levee Design Criteria.  
 

o Regulatory Agency Reporting 
 State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB): Where the Board 

owns non-operating right of way, such as its leased properties, 
where a water diversion point exists, the Board is required to 
submit a Statement of Water Diversion and Use form to the 
SWRCB.  Agent receives, responds, and completes these report as 
requested by the SWRCB. 
 

o Right of Way and Real Estate Support Activities 
 The Agent receives work requests from the CVFPB’s Planning and 

Operations Branches to verify existing right of way owned by 
SSJDD.  The Agent verifies rights by researching DOE land records 
and delivers results to the various requestors.   

 The more complex work requests usually require technical review 
by DWR’s Geodetic Branch and occasionally a map or exhibit is 
created by the Geodetic Branch as part of the deliverable.  In this 
case, the Agent coordinates CVFPB funding for the Geodetic 
Branch and follows-up with CVFPB staff and the Geodetic Branch 
throughout the process.   

 Some of these work requests are complicated and can take weeks 
to complete based on the workload -- months if the deliverable 
requires ordering and reviewing title reports.  Less complicated 
requests are usually completed within a week.  Agent receives 
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anywhere from one to three of these requests each week on 
average. 
 

o SSJDD Parcel Owner Mail 
 Agent over sees a significant volume of mail weekly from various 

municipalities and agencies in the form of notices to SSJDD as a 
parcel owner in various locations including but not limited to notices 
regarding: 

• Maintenance Activities (e.g. vegetation abatement notices)  
• Assessments 
• Environmental Impact Reports and Notices of Hearings 
• Possessory Interest Requests 
• Requests for Access for Environmental Studies 

 Agent verifies SSJDD possessory interest as to each notice and 
either responds to notice and/or forwards mail with possessory 
interest verification to appropriate CVFPB staff.  
 

o Public Inquiries 
 Agent is responsible for responding to Public Record Requests 

pertaining to CVFPB right of way.  
 

o Notary Public Services 
 Agent has a Notary Public Commission with the State of California 

and is occasionally called upon to perform various notary functions 
for the CVFPB and CVFPB Staff. 
 

• Future Work Plan 
o Real Property Conveyances 

 Work with applicants to acquire flood control easements for SSJDD 
pursuant to the special provisions in following Permits: 

• Permit Nos. 17858 & 17897 for Mossdale Marina, Lathrop, 
CA. 

• Permit Nos. 18257 & 18538 for Atlas Tract, Stockton, CA. 
• Permit No. 14389-1 for The Rivers Development, West 

Sacramento, CA. 
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o SSJDD Leases  
 A comprehensive analysis of leased SSJDD properties will be 

conducted and a best property management option for each 
CVFPB holding will be recommended to the CVFPB.  The 
estimated timeline to complete this analysis is 18-24 months. 

 Research will include the intended programmatic need for the 
original purchase of the property, the potential revenue to be 
received from the lease compared to O&M expenses per parcel, 
and a recommendation to hold or divest of the property.   

 As a part of the analysis, site inspections of the approximately 45 
leased properties will be conducted, and other properties’ lease 
potential will be evaluated with future recommendations to the 
CVFPB. 

 As a starting point, the SSJDD lease files need to be organized, 
purged of any unnecessary documents, and electronically stored 
(scanned and catalogued).  
   

• SSJDD Property Records Information System 

Daniel K. Mardock, Chief, Geodetic Branch, California Department of Water Resources 

DWR’s Division of Technology Services (DTS) acquired software rights to Accela Civic 
Platform software.  The Accela Civic Platform is designed to enable and improve core 
processes for governmental entities.  Working with DTS, DWR’s Real Estate Branch 
and Geodetic Branch are working to “build” a property records information system using 
Accela.  The three main objectives for our Accela “build” are: 

 1.       A database inventory of existing SSJDD property rights and SSJDD property 
rights that have been granted; 

2.       A database to help monitor, track, and create efficiencies in our workflows; and, 

 3.       The ability to pull and run reports quickly and easily.   

CVFPB will be a client and able to view applicable property right information and project 
information (e.g. SSJDD rights).  The permissions element will be set up so that CVFPB 
will be able to see at, a high level, the workflows on their projects and will receive auto 
notification when project milestones have been completed.   
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